U15 Shire League Match Report by Andy Ivison
Result:  Flintshire  3 – 17 Cumbria
Cumbria U15s played their first Shires League match of the 2011-12 season at Deeside college on Sunday 25th September. Little was known of the likely strength of the Flintshire side, although on arrival at the hall, we quickly spotted Scott Oates, a very talented Grade 2 player.
First up was Mixed doubles, with Oates showing his class and dominating the top mixed against Bowness and Armstrong, winning in 2 sets 11 and 8. However this was Flintshire’s only success in the mixed with Cumbria taking the other three, all in two sets.

Next to the singles and first on was Flintshire’s Scott Oates against Cumbria’s Nbr 1 James Bowness and what a thriller it turned out to be. Both players produced some very high quality Badminton, with James edging the first game 21-18. Scott came back to take the 2nd game 21-19, setting up a nail biting 3rd set, with both players looking tired after some very long and punishing rallies. However James seemed to have that bit extra in the decider, also cutting out some of his unforced errors from the second set and finished strongly to take it 21-15. All in all, one of the best singles performances this coach has witnessed from a Cumbria Player.

While James performed his heroics on court 1, the rest of the Cumbria players had a slightly easier time of it, claiming the remaining 7 singles ties, all in two sets. Of special note was Emily Armstong’s victory against a strong looking Beth Mclellan
for Flintshire.

Next came the level doubles with strong performances from the Boys, winning all their matches in two sets. The girls had things a bit harder losing two of their matches in three sets to the strong pairing of Beth Mclellan and Bethan Sudder. Deserving of special mention here were Gorst and Lowe who although suffering from cramp, insisted on playing on through the pain barrier.
All in all a great first result for Cumbria U15’s who will hopefully take this form on to a difficult looking away tie at Northumberland next weekend. Also worth mentioning is the great spirit in which the games were played, with no intervention required from the Team Managers and I personally didn’t see one line call questioned.
Full team:-

James Bowness

Kyle Gilbertson

Ruaridh Kennedy

Mark Ivison

Emily Armstrong

Georgina Lowe

Natalie Gorst

Laura Maguire
